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Abstract: Three species of marine spiny lobsters were found predominant in the catches of the fishermen in the
Province of Palawan: Panulivus ornatus, P. versicolor, and P. longipes longipes. The first two species have high
commercial values for both local and foreign markets, while Panulirus longipes longipes seemed to be the most
demanded species for export to Japan. Identified problems on the spiny lobster-fishery of Palawan were the
hazardous and under-developed method of collecting spiny lobsters, land transportation, poor tank-system tech-
nology and management for keeping live spiny lobsters, and price instability. On the other hand, egg baring and
small sized individuals (less than 12 cm BL) were indiscriminately collected, and there was no apparent control
on the volume of catches by the fishermen. In addition, fishermen claimed that some fishing grounds show deple-
tion. Recommendation on the above problems were discussed. More detailed biological and ecological information
on the commercial species of spiny lobsters are encouraged in order to formulate an adequate management and
conservation plans for the spiny lobster resources of the Province.
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Introduction

Palawan is one of the exporters of marine products not only within the Philippine Archipelago
but also abroad. Gifted with coral reefs which abound around its long and narrow Island Pro-
vince, the abundance of marine animals such as the spiny lobsters cannot be undermined. Spiny
lobsters are crustaceans belonging to the Family Palinuridae, Decapoda (Brusca, 1980). Be-
cause of its utility as commercial item and food, both fishermen and entrepreneurs (local and
foreign) are attracted to engaged in the industry. Furthermore, the private sector companies of
industrialized countries are expanding their networks in Southeast Asia, importing frozen and
live fishery products. Some lobster species form the subject of specialized fisheries and are the
basis for important industries in some countries (Holthuis, 1991). The present study aims to
describe such aspects of the live spiny lobster-fishery as: fishing ground, species identification,
methods of catching, handling and transporting, and pricing system in the Province of Palawan,
not only to form as a baseline information for the development of the industry, but for the con-
servation of the spiny lobster resources as well. Specifically, some biological and ecological in-
formation of spiny lobsters in this study will be useful to fishery managers, policy makers, in-
dustry planners, biologist, researchers, resource conservationists, students and other in-
terested entities. In addition, this paper may also serve to exchange information on various
aspects of spiny lobster-fishery between Japan and the Philippines.

Methodology

Information presented herein were derived from actual observations on the on-going spiny
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lobster trade in the Island Province of Palawan, Philippines (Fig. 1) from October to Novem-
ber, 1991. Data were gathered through: interviews with people engaged in the industry
(fishermen/divers, brokers, buyers, and entrepreneur/ owner of boats involved in spiny lobster
fishing); visitations in landing areas, houses of the fishermen, locations where lobsters were
held prior to transport or shipment. The author (B. J. G.) also went with the brokers and
fishermen during the land transport of their catches. Measurement of body lengths were often
not conducted due to time limitations in handling the live products. Weights were recorded
when the products were weighed in the landing sites.
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Fig. 1. Map of Palawan showing locations where spiny lobsters were collected in this study, /.

Results and Discussion

Species identification

Three species belonging to genus Panulirus were found to be predominant in the catches of
the fishermen: Panulirus ornatus (Fabricus) (Fig. 2A), P. versicolor (Latreille) (Fig. 2B), and
P. longipes longipes (Linnaeus) (Fig. 2C). These three species were found to be in demand for
local and international markets. They can be easily distinguished from each other by the color
and characteristics of their walking legs (Fig. 2) and abdominal somites (body segments). The






